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AUTOMOTIVE DAILY NEWS ALERT  
 
MaxiTRANS announces sale of MTC (AU) 
Trailer builder, MaxiTRANS, has entered into an equity transfer agreement with Zhejiang Huazheng New 
Materials Co. for the sale of MaxiTRANS’ 80 per cent shareholding in the MTC panel manufacturing 
business in China. MaxiTRANS is one of the largest suppliers of truck and trailer parts  & locally 
manufactured, high quality heavy road transport trailer solutions, including trailer repairs and service to the 
road transport industry in Australia. 
 
Route assessment tool free for road managers (AU)  
An agreement between the NHVR and national transport research organisation ARRB will deliver a cutting 
edge route assessment tool free to road managers from participating jurisdictions through the NHVR Portal. 
 
CONSULTATIONS 
 
ACCC seeks views on Consumer Data Right Rules Framework 
 
Independent Road Safety Inquiry – report released  
 
ECONOMIC INDICATORS 

 
China Aug vehicle sales down 3.8 pct y/y - industry association (Asia) 
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LEGAL 
 
NBN Co commits to improve service rebates and reporting (AU) 
 
REPORTS | STATISTICS 
 
Housing trends set tone for new-car sales (AU) 
Slowing automotive sales this year reflected in pressures on housing market. 
 
‘Australia’s Future Transport and Mobility’ (AU)  
Increasing urbanisation, rapid population growth and questions of environmental sustainability are forcing 
Australia to rethink its transport infrastructure matrix, according to a new Austrade report.  
‘Australia’s Future Transport and Mobility’ analyses Australian expertise and capability in the development of 
intelligent transport systems, which is attracting investment from key global players such as Bosch, BMW, 
Hyundai, Mercedes-Benz, Volvo, Tesla, Nayva and EasyMile. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.trailermag.com.au/news/article/maxitrans-announces-sale-of-mtc
https://www.nhvr.gov.au/news/2018/09/12/joint-announcement-route-assessment-tool-free-for-road-managers
https://www.accc.gov.au/media-release/accc-seeks-views-on-consumer-data-right-rules-framework
http://minister.infrastructure.gov.au/mccormack/releases/2018/september/mm158_2018.aspx
https://www.nasdaq.com/article/china-aug-vehicle-sales-down-38-pct-yy--industry-association-20180911-00047
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/AHG
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/AMA
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/APE
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/BAP
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/CTX
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/CAR
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/CHC
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/MTO
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/MTO
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/SGM
https://www.lme.com/Metals/Non-ferrous#tabIndex=0
https://www.lme.com/Metals/Non-ferrous#tabIndex=0
https://www.accc.gov.au/media-release/nbn-co-commits-to-improve-service-rebates-and-reporting
https://bit.ly/2x1hLq0
https://www.austrade.gov.au/future-transport/


 
SMALL BUSINESS 
 
Victoria sets its sight on South East Asia (VIC) 
Victoria’s Southeast Asia Trade and Investment Strategy, Globally Connected, aims to grow bilateral ties, 
promote Victoria and identify trade opportunities in education, tourism, agriculture and infrastructure in the 
region. 
 
South Australian battery program to drive jobs, innovation and quality (SA) 
 
The digital economy: Transforming Australian Businesses - report (AU) 
Having a digital strategy will soon be a standard part of doing business - and the ongoing success of 
Australia's small-to-medium sized enterprises.  
 
SKILLS | TRAINING 
 
Life at 23: Then & Now - Longitudinal Surveys of Australian Youth (LSAY) report 
Young people more qualified, but find it harder to get work than 10 years ago. The proportion of 23-year-old 
Australians who believe that a lack of jobs is why they can’t secure work has more than doubled in the past 
ten years to 72%. 
 
99pc of employers report low literacy and numeracy skills, study finds (AU) 
 
TECHNOLOGY 
 
BMW shows off its self-riding bike (INT) 
 
Car Retail Startup to Launch Blockchain Marketplace With Live Vehicle History Data (UK) 
 
Mercedes-Benz Vans unveils Vision URBANETIC; self-driving EV with switchable bodies (INT) 
The concept is based on a self-driving, electrically powered chassis that can take different switchable bodies 
for people moving or goods transport. The modules are switched either automatically or manually, with the 
automated process taking just a few minutes. The system is based on an autonomous driving platform onto 
which the respective bodies are fixed. It incorporates all the driving functions, meaning the autonomous 
chassis can also make its way to its next job location without a body attached. Absolute safety is guaranteed 
by redundant components for all relevant actions such as steering, braking and acceleration.  
 
Car manufacturer profitability revealed by interactive online tool (INT) 
Toyota makes £430 profit every second according to a new interactive tool which highlights the revenue and 
profit of all the world’s 15 richest motor manufacturers. In terms of revenue, Toyota is followed by Ford and 
Mercedes, which generate £3,475.17 and £2,619.70 every second, respectively. However, Mercedes 
pockets more of a profit than Ford – the German brand earns £254.71 in profit every second, compared to 
Ford’s £173.19. 
 
UK Government announces £106m investment in EV development (UK) 
 
INSIGHTS | VIEWS 
 
Uber’s transport future (INT) 
Uber vision for the future of transport has been outlined at the company’s Elevate Asia Pacific Expo in 
Tokyo. 
 
*DISCLAIMER: This information bulletin has been designed to assist VACC members in keeping up to date 
with industry matters. This material is gained from publicly available sources and is not modified by VACC. 
VACC accepts no responsibility for the accuracy, currency or completeness of information.  
 
 

https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/victoria-sets-its-sights-on-southeast-asia/
https://www.cleanenergycouncil.org.au/news/2018/September/south-australia-battery-jobs-innovation-quality.html
https://bit.ly/2MlZitc
https://bit.ly/2CNLvw1
https://www.theage.com.au/business/workplace/99pc-of-employers-report-low-literacy-and-numeracy-skills-study-finds-20180910-p502xp.html
https://www.visordown.com/motorcycle-news-general-news/bmw-shows-its-self-riding-bike
https://uk.investing.com/news/cryptocurrency-news/car-retail-startup-to-launch-blockchain-marketplace-with-live-vehicle-history-data-1310885
https://bit.ly/2N6OKn2
https://www.am-online.com/news/car-manufacturer-news/2018/09/11/toyota-is-most-profitable-manufacturer
https://bit.ly/2x3pbci
http://autotalk.com.au/industry-news/ubers-transport-future

